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. . its vast territory through a variety of means that

:EHI:ZIK {k@b’-ﬁ: E/\J *IL/% y ﬁﬂ'f T *H 9% included the bureaucratic tradition of China and

the tribal structures of Manchuria and Mongolia.

The culture of rule
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The Manchu court of the Qing dynasty governed

Administrative positions were in principle open

‘}ﬁ‘ f{jj 5[\ éynj EP j/f,k‘ ﬂ] }j—j E o %D{,l—lﬁ to all, but at the highest levels of the central

bureaucracy each ministry was headed by two
officials, one Chinese and one Manchu. Although

/H:E I‘ETJ , ?‘Z?’E’ﬁi\ig iﬁij{%” E[[Z _\—“L the Qing rulers strove to portray themselves as the

rightful inheritors of the mandare of heaven in the
Chinese dynastic tradition, they cherished their
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Route from the Gate of the Great Qing
to the Palace of Earthly Tranquillity
ABKITERTEF —H IR
Guangxu period (1875-1908)

Yangshi Lei Archives, National Libeary of Chia

Built under the Ming dynasty, the
Forbidden City is arranged around a
central axis that passes through its main
gates and audience halls. The Qing court
took up residence after the conquest.
Many Qing emperors disliked life within
its walls, and chose instead to spend
much of their time either in the palace
gardens north-west of the capital or on
tour around the empire. This plan of
preparations for a wedding celebration
noted the distances between locations and
the sites of temporary structures.
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