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Ladies and gentlemen, It is a great pleasure gnividege for me to be here in Beijing on the odoasf the
opening of our exhibition, and of the beginninglwé tour of this exhibition in China. On behalfrof friends at the
Anne Frank Housein Amsterdam | thank you for thparfunity to speak a few words about this project.

A special word of thank you to Mr.Chen, the vicegident and the directors Zhang and Yan and tbain tfor
their support. Without your help we would not héneen here today: so Thank you very much!

| want to take you back into history, because tbhekvof the Anne Frank House is a double efforteibwhat
happened during the Second World War, to rememit@make a connection between what happenedahdnyhat
is happening now - not only in Europe, but alsewlsere.

One of the main reasons why the diary of Anne Fieaskbeen such a success around the world i¢ thdahe
story of one girl, of one family, of the people iniglin one house. An individual story, that giveflaee and a name to
the victims. Anne Frank's diary is a child's voitae voice of one girl in the middle of history. @eFrank's diary is
also like a window that you can look through, to @ idea of the larger history of the Holocaust tarefully planned,
systematic killing of 6 million Jews in Europe dugithe second world war.

All countries have their own histories. All couesihave their painful memories, about which itifadilt to talk.

I must admit that | do not yet know a lot about yoauntry's history. But of course one episodet tfidhe mass
killings and raping,the massive abuse carried mManjing by the Japanese army, springs to my nihé is a period
that has left and still leaves deep scars for npaople in China. When perpetrators and bystandet&een active
participants refuse to admit their involvement ttiis very day, it makes it even harder for suovésto live with these
memories.

We all have to come to terms with the more difficidles of our histories.

In our country, the Netherlands, there are paisifig¢s of history as well: the history of the wart for example
also the history of the slave trade and slavergt,an colonial history. It can take a long timedrefpeople and
governments are able and prepared to face thdiirpasnore honest way. The Netherlands used tissgéas a small,
heroic country, full of heroes resisting the Germanupiers. We did not like to admit that many Duatso worked
together with them, and that many others lookedyamtzen the Jews were deported. It was easier toétae
Germans for everything.

We are now in a slow process of admitting thatehveas a lot of passivity. Anti-Semitism had nohigaed in
1945. Most non-Jews did not want to be remindedibtie fact that so many Jews from their midst ibaeh killed. It
was an uncomfortable memory, that most preferrguit@side. For some time until the 1960s and 187i8svorked.
But then, with a new generation, questions abaittblocaust returned. Children began to ask theiemts, and
grandparents: What did you do during the war? Vélkattly happened here, in this town? What did myillaknow
about this? Who knew what? Could more Jews have s@e=d? What happened to the Jews, and the Gyjosike

immediate surroundings of my family and my homen®w/ith these questions, a new generation beglolkdor the
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facts. A wealth of projects, books, films, exhibits, local initiatives and school materials refulin this by now.

We have also learnt to recognize and honor thogedichmake a difference, for example by helpingslew
hiding. Because their often spontaneous actions serare and so seldom,they especially deservéaniry. This is
why, in this exhibition, we mention the story of MMiep Gies with some prominence. She was an argigirl,
originally from Austria, who worked as a typist f0tto Frank, the father of Anne and who was the pelrson of the
family who survived in the extermination campshig office on the Prinsengracht in Amsterdam. Wineh942 the
Frank family decided to go into hiding behind thefifice, in the Annexe, Otto Frank asked Miep iéstkanted to help
by providing food and by doing the shopping fomthé&he immediately said yes. Perhaps because hkervé®ss, and
she was used to obey his requests. But it wasnansaimpulsive response, and only later she begapatize the
consequences and the dangers of this work.

Miep Gies always says: | am not a hero. | thinkslgans: What | did, more people could have dorveedls
Studying the helpers of Jews during the Holocaastrhade me feel very humble about education. OQndimaman
courage is so rare. It is so much easier to loaleaand to try to live your life as undisturbedpassible.

These are the sort of questions we would like caildvho visit this exhibition to ask themselvesid aot only the
children: What would | have done? Where would Idnaeen? Could | have helped? Would | have dared8€eTh
guestions are universal and actual for today asueze 60 years ago. There is a direct relevancalfthese topics in
our societies. Because today exclusion and hasgeeel as indifference are all around us. Who yeedlres about the
illegal immigrants, the asylum seekers, there fageethe poor, today?

Ladies and gentlemen, The main message of thi®igeim can be put into four words: remember angees
diversity. Remembrance and gaining respect frorarsttakes time. Do not expect too much too quidiiy.the
younger this attitude can be learnt, the bettectt@ges for mutual respect are. | wish you alksthength and courage
you need with this important project for the nexdeks and months, and once again | thank everyonehag given

time and energy to make it possible. Thank you.






