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Introductory comments on faith in the Tangut

Suvar! laprabhasottamasiitra

Cui Hongfen

Biography: Cui Hongfen, born in 1968, from Hejian in Hebei province, lecturer, graduated with a
PhD in Dunhuang studies from Lanzhou university, and is now a post-doc in the history faculty at
Capital Normal university, and engaged in research on Tangut studies and the translation of

Russian research on Tangut studies.

Abstract: the Suvar(aprabhasottamasiitra exerted great influence on the development of
Buddhism after the Tang dynasty (618-907 AD), and accounts for a large proportion of the sutras
found in the Library Cave at Dunhuang. During the Tangut period, the
Suvaraprabhdsottamasiitra continued to be popular, and emperors Bingchang, Renxiao and
Zunxu successively undertook translations, collating and retranslations of the sutra. During the
Mongolian Yuan period, Tangut immigrants began to make new copies, printing the sutra again,
testifying to the importance of this sutra for Tangut believers. Apart from winning support from
the Tangut imperial family, the Suvar(laprabhasottamasiitra is closely related to the powerful

message of Buddhist sutras and the state of Tangut society at the time.
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