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Some questions on Dunhuang Suvar( laprabhasottamasiitra
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Biography: Sha Wutian, born 1973, male, from Huining in Gansu, PhD, post-doc researcher at
Dunhuang studies research institute at Lanzhou university, carries out research in Buddhist art,
Dunhuang cave archaeology, and history of art.

Abstract: The Suvar(aprabhdasottamasitra as depicted in wall paintings occupies a unique
position in Dunhuang cave art. This paper questions the notion that Mogao cave 417 of the Sui
dynasty (589 AD - 618 AD) is the earliest representation of the Suvar(laprabhasottamasitra,
stating that the scenes depicted are from Jataka stories, and not from the contents of the
Suvaraprabhasottamasitra. This would exclude the possibility that representations of the
Suvarlaprabhdsottamasitra first occurred during the Sui dynasty. Thus, the earliest
representation of the sutra can be said to be works from the period of Tibetan rule in Dunhuang,
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and are firmly based on the sutra itself, and thus true representations of the sutra. Mogao cave 154
is the earliest representation of the sutra. Using this cave as a beginning, and taking caves 158 and
133 as further examples, it is possible to analyse representations of the
Suvaraprabhdsottamasitra. With the discovery of the Library Cave at Mogao, Stein painting 83,
and P.3998 can also be analysed. The results of these analyses show that local Dunhuang artists
were heavily influenced by local artistic traditions in depicting the Suvarlaprabhdasottamasiitra as
well as by the meaning of the sutras, which finally created a whole new artistic style. Furthermore
the appearance of representations of the SuvarOaprabhasottamasiitra during the period of Tibetan
rule in Dunhuang is linked to the sutra touching on matters of protecting the world, the Dharma
and the country. This is related to the social history and political reality of Tibetan rule in
Dunhuang, and the representation of this sutra emerged as the historical moment required. The
special depiction of statues of the Heavenly Kings in cave 154 with a yak a underneath their feet
is closely related to the Suvar(aprabhdasottamasitra. This Kind of depiction of the kings of
Khotan developed during the Guiyijun period. Finally it will be shown that depictions of the
Suvaraprabhasottamasiitra all occurred in important caves at Mogao.

Keywords: Dunhuang; Suvaraprabhdsottamasiitra
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