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Introduction to the ancient conservation of Dunhuang manuscripts of
the Suvar( laprabhasottamasiitra held at the National Library of
China

Lin Shitian & Saren Gaowa

Biography: Lin Shitian, male, born in 1965, from Penglai in Shandong province, researcher at the
Dunhuang and Turfan Research Centre at the National Library of China, numbering and
cataloguing manuscripts and undertaking research.

Abstract: This paper has made a detailed record of ancient conservation information of the
Suvaraprabhasottamasitra manuscripts from Dunhuang at the National Library of China. From
analysing the broad categories of adding support to the ends of manuscripts, selection of paper,
drawing columns and adding characters, and the glue used, it can be seen that during the period of
Tibetan rule at Dunhuang and the Guiyijun period, conservators in the Dunhuang area had no
means of learning from the sophisticated level of conservation practiced in central China because
travel between the two areas was difficult, resulting in the level of conservation declining in
Dunhuang. Conservators in Dunhuang aimed purely for temporary protective measures rather than
aesthetically pleasing methods.
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